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Sauk River Watershed Works on TMDL Study
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he Sauk River Watershed District (SRWD) is currently working on
a study that will help identify impairments to the Sauk River Chain
of Lakes. This study includes monitoring of streams and lakes

feeding into the chain of lakes. The study has been on-going for a couple
of years. The culmination of this study includes a report which will deter-
mine the amount of reduction needed to help improve the water quality in
the Sauk River Chain of Lakes and to meet state water quality standards.  

The Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Study is currently in draft
form. A TMDL study determines the amount of pollutants a water body
can sustain and still maintain water quality standards. As of right now the
SRWD has received the Sauk River Chain of Lakes TMDL Draft Study.
A final draft report from Dr. Walker was received in July. The SRWD,
MPCA and local agencies reviewed the draft report and submitted com-
ments. Dr. Walker then sent the final report with revisions.  

However, the Stearns County Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) and the SRWD were concerned that the point sources within the
watershed were not addressed. The MPCA submitted the discharge infor-
mation to Dr. Walker to include in the report. The final report is currently
at the MPCA for review. 

There is still much concern on how to handle the point sources within
the watershed. The SRWD and Stearns SWCD met with the MPCA at the
Brainerd office to discuss possible options in August. The regional director
will be discussing this concern with the St. Paul office. Until this matter is
resolved it is difficult to place percentage reductions for the different types
of nutrient contributions. However, we do know that the Sauk River con-
tributes the vast majority of the water that flows through the chain of lakes
and based on the lake modeling results the Sauk River will require approx-
imately a 60% reduction in nutrient loading to help the Sauk River Chain
of Lakes meet state water quality standards. 

These reductions will be needed to meet the states water quality stan-
dards. Therefore all sources of pollutants will need to be looked at to help
remedy the pollution issues in the Sauk River Chain of Lakes.
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